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BY  THE  SENATE, 

January  17th,  1867. 
Eead  and  referred. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


JOHN  W.  GARRETT, 


FRESIDEN 


ANNAPOLIS: 

HENIIY  A.  LUCAS,  Printer, 
1867. 


Hk^f 


COMMUNICATION. 


Baltimore,  16tli  January,  1867. 
To  the  Honorable  Senate  of  3Iaryland : 

The  undersigned,  President  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  has  received  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  your  Honorable  body,  on  the  8th  day  of  January 
1867,  whereby  it  was  ordered, 

"That  the  President  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  communicate  to  the  Senate  at  as  early  a  day  as 
possible,  the  rates  of  freights  he  is  allowed  by  the  charter  of 
that  company  to  charge  ;  also,  what  have  been  the  hio-hesfc 
rates  charged  within  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31 
1866,  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Branch,  both  on 
through  freight  from  the  two  cities  or  from  way  stations  to 
either  city  ;  and  if  any  of  the  rates  shall  have  been  in  excess 
of  those  allowed  by  the  charter,  why  this  provision  of  the 
charter  has  been  so  violated." 

The  members  of  your  Honorable  body  are  doubtless  famil- 
iar with  the  statutes  of  the  State,  vv^hich  prescribe  the  rates 
of  freights  (or  toll  and  transportation)  which  this  company  is 
authorized  to  charge  on  the  Washington  Branch  Railroad  • 
but  it  may  be  necessary  to  remind  the  Senate  that  the  Wash- 
ington Branch,  does  not  extend  over  the  entire  distance  be- 
tweeen  the  two  cities. 

The  transportation  between  Baltimore  and  Washino^ton  is 
conducted  for  a  distance  of  eight  miles  between  Baltimore  and 
the  Relay  House,  over  the  main  stem  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  For  that  distance  the  charges  are  reo-ulated 
by  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  this  company  relatino-  to 
the  main  stem.  Between  the  Relay  House  and  Washington 
a  distance  of  32  miles,  the  charges  are  regulated  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  relating  to  the  Washington  Branch 

The  rates  which  the  company  is  authorized  to  charge  gen- 
erally for  freights  are,  on  the  main  stem,  eigiit  cents,  and  on 
the  Washington  Branch,  for  its  whole  length,  Mve  cents  per 
ton  per  mile,  and  for  way  freights,  four  cents. 

The  aggregate  of  these  charges  upon  a  ton  carried  the 
whole  distance  between  Baltimore  and  Washington  is  |2.24. 
The  total  charge  allowed  on  a  ton  carried  the  whole  distance 


between  the  Relay  House  and  Washington,  at  5  cents  per 
mile,  is  $1.60. 

But  the  company  is  also  allowed  to  make  an  additional 
charge  both  on  the  main  stem  and  on  the  Washington 
Branch,  for  loading,  unloading,  receiving,  &c,,  which  on  the 
latter  road,  is  not  to  exceed  the  customary  charges  for  similar 
services  in  Washington  or  Baltimore.  It  was  formerly  the 
usage  of  the  company  to  malce  distinct  charges  for  this  ser- 
vice, but  of  late  years,  the  small  amount  charged  on  that  ac- 
count has  been  included  in  the  charges  for  freights. 

The  company  is  also  allowed  to  make  special  charges  for  very 
short  distances,  or  on  small  packages.  It  is  also  allowed  on 
the  Washington  Branch,  to  make  special  contracts  for  con- 
veying on  the  said  road  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  any  car  or  wagon  on  the  said  road  for  a 
limited  time  or  distance,  and  for  the  transportation  thereon 
of  horses  and  other  living  animals,  and  of  carriages  ma- 
chines, furnitnre,  and  articles  of  large  size  or  unusual  con- 
struction, or  requiring  more  than  ordinary  care  or  particu- 
lar arrangements  for  their  conveyance. 

Without  setting  out  with  literal  exactness  all  the  details 
of  legislation  on  this  subject,  it  it  believed  that  the  preceding 
statements  will  be  received  as  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  first 
inquiry  contained  in  your  resolution. 

The  highest  charges  made  by  the  (company  in  the  year 
1866,  as  mentioned  in  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution, 
were  in  accordance  with  the  "  Washington  Branch  Tariff," 
of  vvdiich  a  printed  copy  is  herewith  submitted.  This  tariff 
was  formed  and  printed  in  the  year  1863,  and  has  ever  since 
regulated  the  charges  of  the  Company.  Before  it  was  estab- 
lished, doubts  had  arisen  as  to  the  construction  of  the  Com- 
pany's charter  in  respect  to  some  of  its  charges,  and  these 
doubts  had  been  settled  in  some  cases  by  judicial  decision, 
and  in  others  they  had  been  resolved  by  the  opinions  of 
learned  counsel.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  this  tariff  is 
in  all  respects  lawful,  and  that  none  of  the  rates  specified  in 
it  are  in  excess  of  those  allowed  by  the  charter  of  the 
Company. 

It  will  appear,  upon  examination,  that  many  of  the  charges 
are  considerably  belov/  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  charter. 
That  maximum  betv/een  the  two  cities,  as  has  been  stated, 
is  $2.24  per  ton,  \viti;onr  tlie  iiiulitional  charge  for  loading, 
delivering,  &■-;  ,  au'i  wiiii(nit  logard  to  the  special  rates  ])er- 
mitted.  On  the  wliohi  second  class  the  rate  in  the  tariff  is 
but  $2.00  ;  on  coal  and  manure,  $1.60  ;.  on  flour,  (which  the 
Company  is  authorized  to  rate  at  a  ton  for  10  barrels)  $1.20  ; 
on  coal  from  the  mines,  $1.09  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  from 
the  Eelay  House  to  Washington,  &c.  The  highest  or  first- 
class  rate  specified  in  the  table  is  $2.50,  which,  after  deduct- 
in »:  the  above  maximum  of  $2.24,  leaves  but  26  cents  to  cover 


the  charges  for  loading  and  unloading,  weighing,  storage, 
receipt  and  delivery. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  according  to  the  tariff,  all  freights 
shipped  from  way-station  to  way-station  on  the  Washington 
Branch,  are  charged  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per  ton  per 
mile,  but  not  less  than  ^5.00  per  car  by  agreement. 

Upon  iirst-class  freights  between  Washington  or  Baltimore 
and  way-stations,  the  total  charge  for  loading,  delivery,  &c., 
is  from  26  to  about  30  cents  per  ton-  Thus,  according  to  th-o 
tariff,  the  charge  on  first-class  freight  from  Baltimore  to 
Annapolis  Junction,  18  miles,  is  $1.30.  This  sum  may  be 
made  up  of  these' items  • 

Transportation  to  Relay,  8  miles,  at  8  cts 64 

"  "  Junction,  10  miles,  at  4  cts 40 

Loading,   delivery,   &c 26 

1.30 

By  a  similar  calculation,  it  will  be  found  that  for   the  last 
item,  30  cents  have  been  included  in  each  of  the  charges  from 
•Washington  to  the  way  stations. 

This  being  very  low  as  an  average  charge,  is  not  excessive 
in  any  case,  and  it  has  been  found  rnore  satisfactory  to  the 
public  to  include  it  in  a  total  sum^  which  covers  all  expenses, 
than  to  separate  it. 

Your  honorable  Body  will  thus  perceive  that  this  Company 
has  violated  no  provision  of  its  charter;  and  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  adding,  that  the  charges  made  for  freights  on  the  Wash- 
ington Branch,  are  among  the  lowest  railway  charges  known 
in  this  country.  The  maximum  allowed  is  less  than  the  cus- 
tomary rates  on  many  other  railroads,  and  much  less  than 
the  rates  allowed  in  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  and  other  roads  projected  for  the  same  region  of 
country.  Yet  this  company  in  a  multitude  of  important 
instances,  keeps  its  rates  on  the  Washington  Branch  below 
those  allowed  by  its  charter. 

The  deep  interest  of  the-  State  of  Maryland  in  that  road 
may  justify  me  in  supposing  that  the  Honorable  Senate  will 
be  pleased  to  know  that  the  ^company  has  been  able  to  make 
still  larger  concessions  to  the  public,  in  respect  to  the  pas- 
senger traffic.  The  charter  authorizes  a  charge  of  |2.50  for 
for  each  passenger  between  the  two  cities,  but  the  charge 
actually  made  is  only  $1.50.  For  way  passengers  generally, 
a  similar  reduction  has  been  made,  and  for  the  special  accom- 
dation  of  the  people  along  the  Washington  Branch,  and  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore'  and  Washington,  a  system  of  commu- 
tation tickets  has  been  adopted,  which  results  in  extraordinary 
cheapness  of  travel.  Persons  are  charged  a  gross  sum  for  an 
entire  year,  being  permitted  to  travel  over  the  road  as  often  as 
may  suit  their  convenience.  For  the  entire  distance  between 
the  two  cities,  the  annual  charge  is  but  $150.00  per  annum; 


6 


which,  if  the  privilege  were  used  once  every  day,  would 
amount  to  less  than  fifty  cents  for  each  round  trip.  Such  '.. 
practical  result,  of  course,  is  more  likely  to  be  approximated 
hy  persons  residing  at  way  stations,  and  doing  business  in 
the  cities.  The  way  stations  for  which  commutation  tickets 
are  sold  and  the  annual  rates  charged  are  the  following  : 

Bet'n  Bait.  &  Washington.— ann'l  $150.00:  Quar'ly  $37.50 


'          Jessops' 

55.00 

i  ( 

14.00 

'          Dorsey's 

55.00 

(C 

14.00 

'          Annap.  June. 

60.00 

t  i 

16.00 

Savage 

65.00 

C  i 

17.00 

'          Laurel 

65.00 

I :' 

17.00 

'          White  Oak  Bot. 

70.00 

u 

18.00 

'  Wash. &Jessup' scut 

85.00 

( ( 

23.00 

'         Annap.  June. 

88.00 

cc 

22-00 

'          Laural 

65.00 

cc 

17.00 

'          White  Oak  Bot. 

55.00 

(( 

15.00 

'          Beltsville 

55.00 

1 1 

14.00 

'          Bladensburg 

4U.00 

li 

11.50 

'         College  Station 

45.00 

(C 

12.50 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  know  that  the  wise  legislation  of 
the  State  is  producing  beneficial  results,  and  that  this  com- 
pany, (although  without  a  competitor  betAveen  Baltimore  and 
Washington,)  makes  more  liberal  provision  for  the  public 
accommodation  than  many  other  railway  companies  are  able 
to  make,  even  under  most  favorable  circumstances.  This  is 
the  more  gratifing,  because,  in  accommodating  the  public, 
the  Washington  Branch  also  contributes  very  largely  to  the 
revenue  of  the  State. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.  GARRETT, 

President. 


